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TRIO OF ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM NACSBA’S RIGHT TO BUILD TASK FORCE, 

INCLUDING NEW DIRECTOR 
 

 
Today, 29th June, the National Custom and Self Build Association’s (NaCSBA) Task Force 
announces its new Director, the second organisation to receive specialist support and the 
first expert to join the specialist team. The Task Force was launched in February 2017 with 
the aim of helping at least 80 local authorities, community groups and other organisations 
across the UK to deliver significantly more affordable custom and self build housing 
projects. 
 
To lead the expert team, NaCSBA has announced Mario Wolf as the founding Director; Wolf 
takes up this role on secondment from the Department for Communities and Local 
Government. Wolf is no stranger to NaCSBA, he was seconded to the Association in 2015 to 
lead a research and development project that introduced the first comprehensive 
implementation toolkit for custom and self build housing in the UK.  
 
At the DCLG Wolf recently led the implementation of the Government’s high profile Starter 
Homes policy, and prior to this he led the introduction and implementation of the 
Government’s custom and self build homes programme, which led to the introduction of 
the Right to Build. He is a chartered town planner with over 25 years public and private 
sector experience in planning, housing and development – both in the UK and abroad.  
 
Discussing his new role, Wolf said: “I’m delighted to be joining the Right to Build Task Force 
as its founding Director. As recognised in the Government’s Housing White Paper, the Task 
Force can play an important role in supporting the delivery of significantly more affordable 
custom and self build homes. I also relish the opportunity to work across the UK to help 
boost this important sector and promote the diversification of our housing market.” 
 
Task Force supports second development  
Since its launch the Task Force has received significant interest for support from 
organisations nationwide, with Buckinghamshire Advantage being the first to receive help. 
This was researching the potential for custom and self build housing to be a significant part 
of a 1,100-home mixed-use development at Aylesbury Woodlands.   
 
The Task Force is now able to announce the second project to receive support, which will 
start imminently: advising East Northamptonshire Council on how custom and self build 
housing can be promoted across the district, including the potential for the proposed 
Tresham Garden Village to include this type of development. The Task Force will also advise 
North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit on its ambition to bring forward custom and 



 
 

self build across the wider North Northamptonshire area (Corby, East Northamptonshire, 
Kettering and Wellingborough), including at six identified Sustainable Urban Extensions, 
which collectively have capacity for over 20,000 homes. 
 
Andrew Longley, Head of the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit, said: “We and 
our partners have significant housing growth ambitions across North Northamptonshire. We 
see considerable potential for custom and self build housing to be part of the new housing 
mix. We look forward to receiving expert advice from the Right to Build Task Force about 
the optimum size, location and approach to its delivery.” 
 
First Task Force Expert 
NaCSBA’s final announcement relates to a new expert joining the Task Force team - Joanne 
Ellingham has been announced as the first expert. Joanne is a senior consultant within 
planning practice HTA Design LLP. Her achievements include securing planning permission in 
Surrey for a development including nearly 1,000 new homes. Prior to joining HTA Ellingham 
worked as a planning officer at Broadland Council in Norfolk where she was involved in the 
plan-making process. She will work closely with Mario Wolf on advising on the 
Northamptonshire projects. More recipients of Task Force advice and experts will be 
announced soon. 
 
Richard Bacon MP, who initiated the Right to Build legislation and is Ambassador of the Task 
Force, said: “Custom and self build housing will only become mainstream if local authorities 
and other organisations truly harness the Right to Build. I’m delighted to see the Task Force 
taking big steps forward to give advice so soon. I couldn’t think of a more suitable candidate 
than Mario Wolf to lead the Task Force. It is also great to see the significant work in 
Northamptonshire following hot on the heels of the Task Force’s advice in Aylesbury. And I 
am also particularly pleased that the first Task Force Expert cut her planning teeth in 
Norfolk.” 
 
Michael Holmes, Chair of NaCSBA, commented: “We know that over 18,000 people have 
already expressed interest in creating their own custom and self build home by signing up to 
their Local Authority demand registers. And the potential is likely to be much higher than 
this. The Task Force’s early progress means we are taking positive steps towards helping 
these people realize their ambitions.” 
 
ENDS 
 
Notes to Editors: 
 

• NaCSBA was formed in 2008 as a network of companies and individuals with the 
common aim of proving that custom and self-build housing can make a significant 
contribution to home building in the UK. NaCSBA’s objective is to make affordable, high 
quality, individually designed, sustainable homes an option for the many, not just the 
few. 



 
 

• The Task Force is funded by the Nationwide Foundation, which aims to increase the 
availability of decent affordable homes for people in housing need. The Nationwide 
Foundation is a registered charity (number 1065552) and an independent funder of 
charitable causes. Its vision is for everyone in the UK to have access to a decent home 
which they can afford. 

• The Task Force was recognised by the Government in its recently published White Paper 
Fixing our broken housing market and is being supported by several partners including 
the Building and Social Housing Foundation, Local Government Association, National 
Housing Federation, Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors and Royal Town Planning 
Institute. 

• Further details on the Task Force’s first supported project at Aylesbury Woodlands can 
be found at 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ja9lgi2x2g9c740/NaCSBA%20Task%20Force%20Update.pd
f?dl=0  

• The North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit is a partnership of Corby, 
Wellingborough, Kettering and East Northamptonshire councils together with 
Northamptonshire County Council. The Unit reports to a Joint Planning Committee made 
up of three elected members from each of the councils and works closely with various 
delivery partners to manage and drive the growth and regeneration planned for North 
Northamptonshire. 

• HTA Design LLP is a multi-disciplinary design consultancy. Its planning team was set up in 
September 2007. It includes 6 experienced consultants and has secured planning 
permission for more than 5,000 new homes.  

• The Right to Build was established in England in 2016 through two legal obligations on 
Local Authorities. In December 2016, NaCSBA research revealed that 18,000 people had 
registered on Local Authority ‘Right to Build’ registers across England by 31st October 
2016. Many more have registered since. Further details of the English Local Authorities 
with demand registers can be found at www.righttobuildportal.org 

• Organisations wishing to receive assistance from the Task Force and prospective experts 
can initially register their interest at www.righttobuildtoolkit.org.uk which contains full 
details of the Task Force. Further details on what information should be submitted, 
selection criteria and conditions for receiving support will then be sent to interested 
parties. 

• For further press information on the Task Force contact: anna-
marie@stellarpublicrelations.com; 07952 656 129  
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